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416-999-2819, Toronto
loupaulo21@gmail.com 
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Western VP: Brian Gracie 
519-842-7874, Tillsonburg 

bkgracie2@gmail.com 

Treasurer: Howie Yoshida 
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howieyoshida@gmail.com 

Forum Administ rator/
Zedline Editor: Eric Zondervan 

416-455-7445, Toronto 
zedfoot@rogers.com 

Membership Director: Bob Chwalyk 
905-389-4024, Hamilton 

rchwalyk@rogers.com 

Merchandise Director: Terry Weston 
905-388-5041, Hamilton 
terr.weston@gmail.com 

Web/Social Media Director: Diane Dale 
416-580-8932, Toronto 

ozcsocialdirector@gmail.com

Instagram Director: Scott  Robertson 
416-230-6703, Markham 
ozcinstagram@gmail.com 

Mailing Address: 
Ontario Z-Car Owners Associat ion 

PO Box 41034 Rockwood Mall 
Mississauga ON L4W 5C9

General Inquiries: info@ontariozcar.com

Phot o: Rick Miron

The Editors of Zedline and the Directors 
and Officers of the Ontario Z-Car Owners 
Association and the Ontario Z-Car Owners 
Association Inc. do not necessarily adopt 
to the views expressed in any letters to the 
Editor or articles published by our 
members.  We intend to have the Zedline 
as an open forum available for members 
to express their views but retain the right 

to edit or not publish any letters which are deemed to be offensive, 
defamatory or slanderous.  Further, with respect to any articles 
outlining mechanical modifications to any motor vehicle, the Editor, 
Directors and Officers, point out that said modifications need to be 
conducted under the supervision of a licensed mechanic in order to 
ensure owner and public safety.
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The 36t h Annual ZCON - Ont ar io, California

July 31 - August  5, 2023

Have You Regist ered Yet ?  www.zcon.org

http://www.zcon.org
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OZC 2023 M EM BERS

76
Members
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DID SOMEBODY ASK ABOUT MEMBERSHIP CARDS?

Why yes we do issue OZC membership cards to each and every new member as part of their Welcome 
Package, for the very first year they join the car club.

Yes, we used to issue OZC membership cards, each time returning members renewed their membership by 
paying their dues.  The membership cards were normally included in your mailed copy of our newsletter, 
Zedline.

For a number of reasons, (rising postal costs, printing costs, the work associated with labelling envelopes, 
placing stamps on them, adding inserts, Covid-19 social distancing protocols), the Executive Committee 
decided to send Zedline out in digital format only.  No more member mailings meant that it was hard to 
justify the expense of mailing out membership cards on their own.

What we have been doing is handing out membership cards at our early season events to those members in 
attendance. We w il l  be happy t o m ail out  your  2023 m em bership card but  on a request  basis only.Just 
send an email requesting one to me, rchwalyk@rogers.com.

Here are a few  rem inders concerning t he OZC m em bership policy:

1) The membership year starts on January 1 and ends on December 31 of the same year;

We are welcom ing t he follow ing new m em bers is 2023!

Dennis Meadows
Fabrizio Graziani

John Pinkney
Kim Gross
Bill Halkiw

Blake Clifford

Keith Brett
Glen Watson
Ryan Stock
Gary Meyer

Aaron Titone
Kyle McMillan

Charles Barnard
Derek Matysik
Mark DiFranco

Sophie Mills
Karl Davis

2) Dues are currently $45 per year, regardless of what month of the 
current year they are paid;

3) Any OZC member who brings in a new first time applicant to join 
the club, will receive a 50% dues discount for the following 
membership year;

4) Anyone who joins the club with an out-of-province resident 
address, will receive a dues reduction from $45 down to $25;

5) Every OZC member is assigned a unique membership number 
for record purposes, regardless of your membership status, ie: 
current member, former member returning to the club.

Lastly, please ensure you notify me should you change your 
contact information or mailing address at any time.

Bob Chwalyk
OZC Mem bership Direct or

mailto:rchwalyk@rogers.com


NOTES FROM  
THE EX ECUTIVE

Unbelievable... it 's finally spring!

We held off on releasing this issue of Zedline 
because we were so excited to provide coverage for 
our first big event of the year! The spring swap 
meet took place on April 29 at a new location and 
the turnout and social connections were fantastic.  
Many thanks to OZC Member Jack MacDonnell who 
hosted this year 's event at his shop - Jack Mac's 
Resto Shop.  Be sure to check out his website and 
we know you can trust him and his beautiful work 
for your own car.   www.restoshop.com   And of 
course a big thank you to Scott Robertson  for 
organizing and  the other club members who so 
vigilantly help out to make these events possible.

On another exciting note - our 2023 calendar of 
events is published!  You'll find it in this issue and 
on our website.  The events can change throughout 
the year, so stay tuned to member emails and the 
website for up to date information. We hope you 
like the variety of new events, along with some or 
your regular favourites.   Of course - no year would 
be complete without our Z-Fest car show!  This year 
is the 28th annual, and it will be hosted at Nissan 
Head Office in Mississauga, Ontario. We pushed 
back the date in the hopes to avoid the heat stroke 
this year.

What is it about the west?  Our western chapter 
meetings (the second Wednesday of each month) 
have grown in popularity - we had almost 20 people 
show up at our April meetup!   Join us - super social 
and super fun now that the weather is z-drivable.

We're also very glad to be continuing our ongoing 
feature of coverage with ZCCQ - our "sister " club in 
Queensland, Australia - check out this issue's article 
on  a very fun event they just had.

Have some ideas fora new event?  Or would you 
like to volunteer to help make some events come to 
life?  Please join us!  info@ontariozcar.com

Looking forward to seeing all of you soon!

Diane Dale
OZC Social Media Direct or

On behalf of the OZC Execut ive

https://restoshop.com/
mailto:info@ontariozcar.com
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Watch our website & member emails for up-to-date 
information and invites to our 2023 events!
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HOSTED A T 
JA CK  M A C'S RESTO SHOP

OZC SPRING 
SWA P M EET



2023 Spr ing Swap Meet  at  Jack  
Mac?s Rest o Shop
Ontario Z-Car (OZC) hosted our annual Swap 
Meet on Saturday April 29 at our good friend, 
Jack Mac?s Resto Shop in Hanover Ontario.

Jack MacDonnell has been a loyal OZC member 
for many years, and was very excited to host this 
event with us. His shop was the perfect venue. 
The Resto shop consists of 2 large service bays in 
the front with another bay at the side. This 
allowed our vendors to comfortably setup tables 
to display their Z parts for sale. Interestingly, on 
one side of Jack?s shop, were his prized, 1967 
Dat sun Roadst er  1600, and a 2016 Nissan 
370Z. He also has a modified 1976 Dat sun 
280Z,in his side shop, awaiting a VQ37VHR 
engine and Supercharger swap. Unfortunately, 
his 1972 Dat sun 510, was in his trailer, in 
mid-restoration and not available for viewing. On 
the other side wall, were some of his amazing 
?Hot Wheels? Datsun, Nissan and Skyline diecast 
cars on display!

Clearly, Jack loves the Datsun, Nissan heritage!! 
His shop was museum like, with his amazing 
cars, diecasts, memorabilia and his stories! 
Thanks again Jack for hosting us.

See more details at the end of this article, on 
Jack?s cars and diecast collection.

It?s been a while since the OZC Swap Meet was 
hosted outside the Greater Toronto Area. So, the 
drive to Hanover allowed some members to take 
their Zeds for a nice drive to the meet. Saturday 
was a drizzly wet day, but that did not dampen 
the enthusiasm and attendees from coming out! 
Members new and old came out which was great 
to see.

The Swap Meet had 6 vendor tables setup to buy 
and sell, mostly vintage Zed parts, and one to 
sign up new or existing OZC members. In 
addition, we also had some guests selling Z parts 
out of their car trunks too! Over 30 members 
and guests attended, to buy, sell, Zed Parts and 
socialize with one another after a long winter 
season.

OZC would like to thank members, Scott 
Robertson and Howie Yoshida, who assisted in 
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https://restoshop.com/
https://restoshop.com/
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organizing this event. Also, thanks to all that 
attended and we?re looking forward to our next 
OZC sponsored event, in June of this year. Please 
check our website and social calendars to see 
what is upcoming!

Jack?s fact s on his Dat sun?s and 
his Diecast  collect ion. Enjoy!
1976 Dat sun 280Z owned for 39 years. He is 

currently swapping in a new?ish VQ37VHR engine 

and 6spd CD0009 transmission into the S30 and 

fabricating the required parts for a swap kit to be 

sold. Installing a Vortech V3 Centrifugal 

Supercharger on this VQ37 engine and also 

developing the parts required to do so. The end 

goal is to compete in the Optima Ultimate Street 

Car Challenge in the US and take a shot at the 

Hot Wheels Legend Tour.
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1967 Dat sun Roadst er  1600. Short windshield, 
flat dash model all original matching numbers. 
He has the 2L U20 engine with the Solex carbs, 
intake manifold, and 'B' cam 'factory hod rod' 
setup for near future swap when the engine is 
rebuilt. Street car for cruises and shows.

2016 Nissan 370Z 6spd. Owned since new. Full 
suspension mods, intake, exhaust and ECU tune. 
Primarily for lapping days and occasional cruise 
nights.

1972 Dat sun 510, 2Dr 1.8L 4spd. Restomod, with 
a special theme, build also planned for the 510 in 
the near future.

Jack?s Diecast  collect ion . He believes his 
Datsun/Nissan die-cast /  toy collection is one of 
the largest in Canada.

Most models and years are represented. Brands 
include Hot Wheels, Matchbox, Corgi, Dinky Toy, 
Johnny Lightning, Solido, Greenlight, Burago, M2, 
Kyosho, Tonka, Transformers (Hasbro), Scalextric 
etc.
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Not able collect ables include:

A mint condition 240Z Tonka toy released back in 
the mid 70's.

An extremely rare mint condition 240Z slot car 
(1/32 scale) released by Riggen Model Racing. Its 
in pristine condition.

He has a Hot Wheels Gold Edition 1976 Datsun 
280Z released in 1978.

A very rare, mint condition Black issue 1976 
Datsun 280Z, only released in France back in the 
late 70's.

Two mint condition variations of '81 280ZX 
Transformers toys released in the early 80's.

One of his favorite collectables is a pristine 1973 
Datsun 240Z in BRE livery Corgi diecast that is 
still in the original box and never been removed. 
It was purchased in the UK in 1973 from a lady 
living in Turkey who traveled to Britain to 
purchase several new Corgi diecast models for 
her son's birthday. Apparently, he was only 
allowed to open one of 25+ pieces she 
purchased (he opened a farm tractor - go 
figure?). Jack acquired the 240Z BRE from this 
Turkish lady, and also acquired a brand new, 
never opened Batmobile and Bat Boat on Bring A 
Trailer (BAT) from the original TV show, also 
released by Corgi in the early 70's.

Of honorable mention is Jack's 1/64 scale AFX 
BRE Datsun 240Z and BRE Datsun 510 slot cars 
that he received in 1973 for his 12thBirthday 
from his mom! They are still in good working 
condition 50 years later.

Scot t  Rober t son 
OZC Inst agram  Direct or

ZEDLINE |  14
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OZC M EM BER TIPS ON
Z CA R M A INTENA NCE

WHEN IS THE 
BEST TIM E...?



There has been lots of discussion over the years 
as to the best time to change your oil, put your 
snow tires on, how to store a vehicle for the 
winter? . and the list goes on. Some may say, if 
it?s not broke don?t fix it. Well in my opinion 
preventive maintenance can benefit in the long 
run, catching a small deficiency before it 
becomes a catastrophic failure or catches you off 
guard at the most inopportune time

Maintaining four family vehicles 2005 - 2009 
starts with snow tire change overs in late 
October along with brake inspection/lubrication. 
Then out comes ?Trusty? multi- meter to check 
the charging system and a visual check of all 
visible belts. What better time to clean the 
battery & terminals with baking soda in warm 
water, ensuring a good connection. Oil changes, 
using synthetic oil, are based on mileage which 
often falls in September or February..

 Projects of smaller magnitude for me often take 
place during the winter months, with no set time 
schedule. Datsun ?240? is due for new vent hoses 
on the fuel tank. Belmetric.com is a good source 
of original style hose. ?Handy Jack?and a hair 
dryer aid with the tank removal. Inspection of 
the sender unit follows, including contacts and 
resistance even though the gauge was working. 
Just because! Installation goes well with the 
copper U bend installed years ago on the main 
vent. 

Since I was working at the rear of the car and two 
of the interior panels were removed, the addition 
of parking lights on a switch entertained some 
creative juices. Why not entertain an 
improvement on sound deadening since my car?s 
Db is significant.  Google and compare specs and 
pricing, I end up with Kilmat, yet to be installed in 
warmer weather.

Moving forward it?s time to get to the bottom of 
an annoying pulsation under heavy higher speed 
braking. Rotors look good but are they really? 
They have been on the car since 2008 with 
multiple track days included. Out come the dial 
gauge and ?Vernier?. Not surprising there is a low 
area. Decision time, new or resurface? 

In this day and age of throw new parts at it 
mentality, I chose to go old school and source a 
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reputable machine shop and have them stone 
ground. Apart come the front hub/rotor 
assemblies, and being old school, the inner and 
outer bearings are replaceable.

Let?s take a look at their condition. As we can see 
the bearing cup shows a litt le wear after 180,000 
miles. Punch out the old preferably with a brass 
punch, then freeze and tap in new. 

Brake pads got a block sanding to create a new 
flat surface. Hubs were cleaned, and new Amsoil 
synthetic grease applied ready for reassembly 
and torqueing.

So glad its finally spring!

Laverne Burkhar t
OZC Mem ber  

ZEDLINE |  18
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HOWIE YOSHIDA
It all started with an email in late July 2022, to 
OZC from Douaa Jazouli, the PR manager for 
Nissan Canada. Nissan Canada was interested in 
talking to Zed owners in Canada with passionate 
stories to tell about different generations of 
Nissan Zed vehicles. Initially, they were looking to 
talk to 280ZX (second-generation S130) owners.

The Executive identified a number of long-time 
S130 OZC owners and we sent out emails asking 
if they were interested.  Nissan requested these 
Zed owners to submit a short story in writing 
about the history of their ZX and how much they 
enjoyed it.

Having no responses sent back to us, and 
owning an S130 of course, I sent in a write-up 
and lo and behold I was selected!  What did I get 
myself into?  Turns out, Nissan was sending out a 
production crew to shoot a video and a host to 
conduct an interview with an S130 owner, me in 
this case. The completed video was going to be 
part of a video series talking to a passionate 
owner of every single Zed generation, all 6 of 
them, from the S30 to the Z34. The stories were 

going to be posted to Nissan's social media 
accounts including Instagram.

Having received my story already, Douaa 
requested a bunch of pictures too.  A  date was 
booked for the production crew to show up at 
my house on September 27.  I couldn't believe it, 
that morning, I received a text message at 7:00 
AM, from the production lead. saying they were 
outside my house, setting up the shoot in the 
driveway.  It was like mini-Hollywood, with a big 
van and an SUV offloading equipment, tables 
being set up, portable lights, tripod-mounted 
video cameras and handheld cameras too, and 
lots of fancy equipment.  A few of my neighbours 
stopped by on their way to work to ask what was 
going on.  I gladly replied, "Nissan Canada is 
making a video of my ZED!".

I met with Brandon the interview guy and he was 
just great to work with.  He got me through the 
talking parts, put me at ease under the camera 
and he said they got what they needed.  Oh 
yeah, they catered in food for both breakfast and 
lunch for everyone on set, about 6 of us.  What a 
feast we had.  They were all done shooting and 
talking and were packed up around noon or so.  

Howie Yoshida, Mississauga ON - 1981 280zx

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2bkTzKpOUVk
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They said they were off to the next shoot to see a 
Zed guy that owned a whole fleet of different 
Zeds.  It didn't take long to find out he was going 
down to Port Colborne to shoot the next video 
with fellow OZC member, Harry Wells with his 
370Z Nismo model.

Eventually, I found out another OZC member 
was selected for her 350Z Roadster, none other 
than Lorna Peters from Windsor.  The S30 owner 
was from BC and the Z31 and Z32 guys were 
both from Quebec.  We all got a chance to 
preview our own videos on the promise of not 
distributing any of the viewing links until Nissan 
announced the launch of the Nissan Zed Owner 
Series.

Thanks to Nissan Canada for making celebrities 
of the lucky Zed owners who had a great 
opportunity to talk about and show off their 
Zeds too!

Howie Yoshida 
OZC Mem ber
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Lorna Pet ers
I received an email in July 2022 asking me if I 
would be interested in a interview by Nissan 
Canada about my Z car. Nissan Canada was 
doing a multi-media series on the generations of 
the Z, their passionate owners and their stories 
of falling in love with the Z car.

I will admit I was a litt le nervous at first but also 
excited to show off my Z and tell my story of how 
I came to own and love my car. Through 
communications with Douaa Jazouli (PR Manager 
from Nissan Canada) I learned of their thoughts 
on the series and what they were looking for. I 
was honoured to be part of the Z car culture.

Not ever having done anything quite like this 
before, I grew more excited.  Through our talks, 
the interview was setup for August 3, 2022.  I 
spent the day before the interview prepping my 
2004 350Z convertible roadster (Z33).

The day of the interview, we met at the Windsor 
City Marina. It was a bit windy, but a beautiful 
warm day. You will see in the pictures how 
beautiful of a setting the water front was for the 
shoot. We met about 8:30 am and when I pulled 
up into the marina I realized how big of a deal it 

was. Camera crews, tents set up, a big Nissan 
van full of equipment and a Nissan truck for 
travel. There were tables full of cameras and 
other equipment. There was also a special 
tented area for my car Blu to be photographed. 
Even a very cool drone!!! Swweeet!!

After I parked I went to talk with Douaa Jazouli 
and Yohan Leduc (Yohan was in charge of the 
filming crew).  The crews were very busy setting 
up. You had to be there to see how amazing it all 
was. They all made me feel very much at home. 
Awesome crew!! We even had an amazing 
breakfast and lunch delivered to us. I was feeling 
like a star.

Through our conversations over breakfast they 
learnt how the Z cars were a family event for me. 
My dad and my uncle also both own 350Z 
convertibles. Nissan asked if they lived near by 
and I explained no but that my dad was in town 
visiting with his car and planned on popping 
down to watch a bit later. They asked if I could 
call and ask him to join us and he joined a few 
minutes later with his grey 350Z. My dad loved 
watching the interview happen and in my video 
you will see some pictures of him and I together 
with our cars.

Lorna Peters, Windsor ON - Nissan 350Z

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_NpXZBFMpk8
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A few minutes before the shooting started I got 
to meet Brandon Gonez, the host of the video 
segments. Brandon immediately made me feel 
very at ease and relaxed. He is definitely a PRO 
at what he does. Very open and easy to talk to. 
THANK YOU Brandon for making it so easy.  After 
we shot a few tapings of the interview and my 
car, we moved on to taking lots of pictures and 
videos. So cool right???

Then we set up to go for a cruise with filming 
crew in tow. Drones  above, van with the filming 
crew in front and behind. I have never seen so 
many cameras attached to all sides of a van. Just 
like in the movies. The last step was that the crew 
setup a camera along a windy section of road 
where they could getting moving pictures of my 
car.

As things wound down and we started to pack it 
up for the day I realized it was already 4:30 pm. 
Time sure flies when your having fun. 

The whole experience was so FUN and AMAZING. 
Now we had to wait to see the finished product 
and all the other video interviews as well.  It was 
well worth the wait!!!!

I want to thank all the folks that helped to make 
this happen. I will never forget this amazing 
opportunity.

Lorna Pet ers 
OZC Mem ber
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established to shoot the video in my garage 
conditional on the producer Yohan approval.

Change happens and the film date was changed 
to the afternoon of September 27thbut 
unfortunately Douaa would not be attending due 
to other commitments out of the Country. On 
the 27thYohan Leduc and his Production Team 
along with Brandon Gonez host of the Nissan 
social media video series arrived as scheduled.

With the looming prediction of rain for the day 
there was uncertainty if Plan B for the filming 
would have to be implemented; however, 
Brandon, and Yohan?s Team were determined to 
complete the filming of my Nissan Z story. All of 
my Zs were staged, the scene was set, and 
filming began. Brandon made me feel at home 
and made the conversations about me and my 
Zs really easy. Yohan and his Production Team 
were so professional and good, filming went 
without a hitch, and we were able to complete all 
the filming of the final episode of the generation 
of the Nissan Z series and my story prior to any 
rain. As you can see the results were great.

My home is on the main highway entering Port 
Colborne and everyone on the highway could 
see the filming and it spiked the interest of 
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Harry Wells
Unknown to me, my involvement with the 
Generation Z Episodes began last August. 

Attending Z Fest has been a family tradition of 
ours for years and August 7, 2022, was no 
different. While at Z Fest my daughter met 
Douaa Jazouli, the PR manager for Nissan 
Canada and her colleague, Rayan Hamouda. 
Shannon learned Nissan Canada was developing 
a social media video series about all the 
generations of the Nissan Z; however, they were 
still looking for an owner of a 370 Nissan Z. My 
daughter mentioned my Nissan Z collection, 
including my limited edition 370Z Nismo. At 
Douaa?s and Ray?s request my daughter emailed 
pictures and background information about my 
Nissan Z collection and I.The next thing I knew I 
was included in the series and corresponding 
with Douaa.

When responding to Douaa, I encountered 
problems with my internet provider and satellite 
service so thankfully my daughter jumped in and 
got Douaa everything she needed, and filming 
was tentatively scheduled for September 13th. 
Well wouldn?t you know it, the weather was not 
going to cooperate for the 13th, so Plan B was 

Harry Wells, Port Colborne ON - Nissan 370Z Nismo

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OIJ1ICj43SI
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individuals driving past my house causing them 
to slow down or honk their horns. It was also 
with interest as well as excitement that my 
granddaughter?s school bus unexpectedly 
stopped in front of my place on their way home 
and they were dropped off to observe the 
conclusion of the filming process.  My 
granddaughters were full of questions and 
curiosity about the process. Although, there was 
still the filming of me driving my car along the 
lake to be recorded and the ominous rain clouds 
were quickly creeping in above us.

After the filming my wife Donna and I were 
invited to dinner with Brandon, Yohan and the 
Production Team where we had a great time, 
good food and conversations bringing a fantastic 
day to a close. This was an experience I will 
remember for a lifetime and thanks to Nissan 
Canada, Douaa and Yohan and his Team I have a 
video to share with family and friends 
forever.The video of my Zs and I is an 
extraordinary addition to my Nissan Z collection 
that my family and I can watch for years to come. 
Thanks Nissan Canada for making my passion 
for the Nissan Z a special memory and giving me 
the opportunity to share my passion and story of 
my Nissan Z collection with so many other 
people.

Thank You!

Harry Wells 
OZC Mem ber
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ZCCQ CLUB
PROFILE 
THE LOFTY LUNCH - M A RCH 18/19, 2023

Every year the Z Car Club of Queensland 
organises a drive which ultimately ends with a 
visit to the home of our club patron, Lofty Drews. 
For those who don?t know, Lofty is a renowned 
Kenyan rally navigator who is perhaps most 
well-known for his winning drive in the 1973 East 
Africa Safari with Shekhar Mehta behind the 
wheel of a Datsun 240Z. It?s a tremendous 
honour for the club to have such ties into the 
motorsport history of the Zed, and to have Lofty 
and his family living just outside of Brisbane in 
Queensland it makes for a great combination.

The man responsible for pulling this yearly event 
together is Dave Robertson, and each year he 
goes out of his way to deliver a magnificent 
weekend for all the members who attend. 
Unfortunately, like many other things the Lofty 
Lunch was put on hold for a couple of years 
while the COVID pandemic unfolded, but in 2023 

Phot os subm it t ed by: Jason Cheshire

ZCCQ's Cont inuing Feat ure!

We are so excited to continue our feature of 
the members and events of our "sister club" - 
the Z Car Club of Queensland, Australia!

This month it 's about Lofty Drews - or more 
importantly about the annual drive that the 
ZCCQ organizes each year to his home. 

Read on to hear about this fantastic event, and 
a very important patron in the rally scene...
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The northern group lining up to start the drive

The southern group stopping in the village of Samford for a cheeky coffee
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Dave and the club were more determined than 
ever to organise a run out to Lofty?s place ? more 
on that later.

The weekend began with two groups of cars 
leaving from either side of Brisbane (north and 
south), and winding their way through the 
mountain roads, through a number of litt le 
towns and some very picturesque country.

The two groups headed off and criss-crossed the 
routes Dave had artfully mapped out, definitely 
not stopping for coffee or anything else. The day 
was hot (over 32 degrees) but the old Zed?s held 
up fantastically, there was only one casualty of 
Trevor and Kath?s Fairlady roadster dropping out 
with an alternator problem ? literally 50 metres 
from the start line! The Zed drivers without air 
conditioning suffered, but it was all worth it 
when we all finally joined up in Lofty?s backyard 
where a barbeque lunch, cold drinks and a tour 
of Lofty?s trophy room was waiting.

It seemed like the theme for the day was ?white 
370Z? so of course we had to park them all up 
together for the hero shot! It?s not often there is 
a group of three white 370Z?s, bookended by two 
white 370Z Nismo?s? with a sneaky white 240z in 
the background!

With lunch and the recap of the morning?s drive 
out of the way, it was on to the other reason for 
the weekend. Those with a keen eye and a grasp 
on basic mathematics will have realised that 
2023 is the 50th anniversary of Lofty and 
Shekhar Mehta?s win of the 1973 East Africa 
Safari in a 240Z. This meant the weekend was 
extra special, so Dave organised probably one of 

the best Datsun Rally Team based cakes the 
world has ever seen.

The rest of the weekend followed on in true Lofty 
Lunch tradition, back to the motel for what?s 
known as ?happy hour? in the car park and then a 
wonderful country pub dinner with Lofty and his 
family.

A massive thanks to Lofty and his family for 
welcoming the club every year with open arms, 
as well as Dave Robertson for his tireless efforts 
in setting events like this up. If you would like to 
learn more about Lofty Drews, or see some of 
Lofty's incredible rally career results have a look 
here - https://www.ewrc-results.com/coprofile/ 
14393-lofty-drews/.

Jason Cheshire
ZCCQ President

https://www.ewrc-results.com/coprofile/14393-lofty-drews/
https://www.ewrc-results.com/coprofile/14393-lofty-drews/
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Above: "Happy Hour" in the car park back at 
the motel.

On t he Right : Lofty cutting his cake, we're told 
the 240Z never experienced that large of a 
mud hole in 1973!  

Below : A wonderful country pub dinner with 
Lofty and his family.



30

ZEDLINE
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Many, many moons ago - I used to write a 
regular column called "Trackside" for Zedline.  
The articles were all about my experiences and 
encounters with Z race cars and their owners all 
over North America.   

In 2006 I interviewed Dr. Alan Robbins who 
owned and raced the very first Z car imported to 
North America.  We've re-printed the article in 
this issue of Zedline (17 years later!) to highlight 
a very important piece of news. 

This car is now up for sale!!!   (Check out the link 
below for all the details on this car.  It is pretty 
special.   

  

Diane Dale
OZC Mem ber

Click for link to Datsun 
Race Car for Sale

https://datsunracecars.com/006-car/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ThLTIHCcTdU
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OZC Member Laverne Burkhart at the Pumpkin Fest Car Show in Port Elgin, 2022
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Come on out to hear the latest club news, events 
updates, both past and upcoming ones and 
catch up with old and new friends.  If it 's still too 
far - you can join us virtually on Zoom for the 
Eastern Meetings.

East ern Meet ings
Meet up with us on the first Wednesday of each 
month, returning to Watt?s Restaurant. We start 
the meeting at 7:30 PM but come earlier to join 
us for a bite to eat at 6:00 PM.

Wat t s Rest aurant

(In the Eglinton Square Shopping Centre, on the 
south side of Eglinton, between Victoria Park and 
Pharmacy)

Cont act : Nigel White, Eastern VP

West ern Meet ings
Meet up with us on the second Wednesday of 
each month. We?ll be hosting you from a new 
location.We start the meeting at 7:30 PM but 
come earlier to join us for a bite to eat at 6:00 
PM.

The Pick le Bar rel

(approx 2.5 KM south of 401 on Hwy 24 
(Hespeler Road) west side

Cont act : Brian Gracie, Western VP
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510 Hespeler Road 
Cambridge ON N1R 6J7
519-622-6446

1 Eglinton Square
Toronto, ON M1L 2K1
416-755-0523

YES WE HA VE IN-PERSON M EETUPS!



Club Merchandise
We'll customize just about anything!  Let 
us know what we can customize for you 
with the OZC Club Logo ? and we?ll gladly 
help you out. Samples below?email us at 

info@ontariozcar.com for 
information and pricing

Body text
Body text
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