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“The Editor of Zedline and the Directors and Officers of the Ontario Z-Car Owners Association and the Ontario Z-Car 
Owners Association Inc. do not necessarily adopt to the views expressed in any letters to the Editor or articles 
published by our members. We intend to have the Zedline as an open forum available for members to express their 
views but retain the right to edit or not publish any letters which are deemed to be offensive, defamatory or slanderous. 
Further, with respect to any articles outlining mechanical modifications to any motor vehicle, the Editor, Directors and 
Officers, point out that said modifications need to be conducted under the supervision of a licensed mechanic in order 
to ensure owner and public safety.”
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On behalf of the Ontario Z-Car Owners Association, I’m pleased to welcome all our 
NEW members: I’d like to extend a cordial invitation to you to participate in club 
events, meetings, our website forum and the newsletter. Past members are also 
welcome to re-join OZC and be part of the largest, most exciting Z-Club in Canada!

Bob Chwalyk
Membership Director
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nother new year and another Spring has arrived. 
Is it just me or is time flying past just like any 
well-tuned Zed?
The year started off with a Zedline that was 

delivered after a significant delay, with both the 2017 Fall and Winter 
issues combined together. I received heat from few in the Executive 
Committee for dropping one issue last year and I am doing my best 
to make up for it with four Zedlines as per our regular schedule of 
3 month intervals, Spring, Summer, Fall and Winter. I know that the 
membership does understand, this is a voluntary job and some delays 
due to our personal lives cannot be avoided; however, it also slowed 
down our annual membership drive as renewal forms normally show 
up as inserts in the Fall issue of Zedline. Happy to say that since the 
newsletter went out, things have picked up and we are back on track!
 You will notice that Zedline has gone through a change yet 
again. This time with the design as well as the printing style. I like 
to call it a magazine style print, which allows us to use magazine 
quality stock, with images that “bleed” out of the page. Zedline 
can look like any other auto magazine you subscribe to and that 
again is a big plus for OZC. To make sure I keep to the publishing 
schedule this year, I have Eric Zondervan chasing down and editing 
the articles submitted and Diane Dale sitting with me, making sure I 
finish the layout and putting the file together for the printer, without 
wondering off to do other things… like say golf, which is around 
the corner with the warm weather.
 We had our first club Executive Committee meeting on Sunday 
January 21st at the Snooty Fox in Hamilton. The team stayed the 
same as the previous year and we discussed a lot of the usual 
things, as well as how best to serve the membership with added 
features and events. Looks like the golf tournament is returning 
this year and I am going to make sure I do not miss this one! At a 
follow up meeting on March 16, the Tour Planning Committee met 
again at Lou’s place to iron out all the dates for the road tours and 
other club events. A schedule was quickly agreed to and then we 
got to meet a fellow Z-car enthusiast named Jesus! No it wasn’t the 
divine one but it was a really nice guy from Mexico, (pronounced 
hey-seus) who had tracked us down through our website. He 
showed us some great pics of their events, most of which seemed to 
rotate around drifting!
 After the planning session was over, interest quickly turned 
towards the iRacing program Diane had brought for us to play with.  
She had her high-backed bucket seat, steering wheel & paddle 
setup and we each took turns trying our hand virtually driving on 

the Road Atlanta track. As this is the location for the track event 
at ZCON in Atlanta Georgia later this year, the opportunity wasn’t 
passed up. It was a very realistic experience with the handling of 
the car and most of us struggled through Turn 7 and Turn 10 going 
off and crashing. The man to beat was Nigel, who seems to be a 
natural at the racing video simulations, as I have witnessed in re-
cent times. The big guy seems to have a knack for this or he spends 
a lot of time playing them.
 I too have been looking at iRacing for a while now. It’s an 
internet-based racing simulation program, which is really good.  
You pay a yearly fee, start with similarly skilled people and get to 
earn your licence and advance to higher levels.  According to Diane 
who has been using this to practice for her real races, it’s close to 
the real thing. You can modify your car from a variety of options 
to aid the driving experience. Of course for each addition, you have 
got to pay but I figure it’s nothing close to what we pay in real life 
for our parts and labour! So who knows if a bunch of us made the 
investment, we could race each other, especially during our winter 
days and could become another club activity. You can check out 
more details about this at https://www.iracing.com.
 Back to our new magazine, we have an article from Tom Dick-
inson about a new tour called Cruising with the Church, discovered 
by Eric. Seems it was an enjoyable event as it’s on our events 
calendar again this year. Ed Muth sent us a detailed write up about 
working on the exhaust system of a Z31, with pictures. It’s a great 
help to others who own this model and I would like to encourage 
others to share their stories of mods and fixes to their cars with us.  
Rick Scott chimes in about the upcoming Spring Swap Meet which 
should give some of the newcomers an idea as to what goes on at 
these events. Then there’s Brian Gracie reminisce about his once in 
a lifetime trip with Z Crazies to Japan, the birth place of the Z and 
all things JDM. Finally we have a contribution from Noelle Zonder-
van, who dropped by with her dad at the Tour Planning meeting. 
She wrote about her experience at the meeting and with our club.  
Noelle has been a great help to her dad Eric during his cottage tour, 
as well as taking care of the BBQ. It’s nice to get them started young 
and hopefully on tour with us.
 There you have it. All set for another exciting season of 
Zedding! I hope to see most of you out there and please don’t 
hesitate to pitch in with articles and photos that will help the club 
grow even stronger!
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s we prepare our babies for the OZC 2018 season, 
please remember to look at our calendar of events, 
There are many events planned for this year. We 
had lots to talk about at the OZC Planning meeting 
this past month, discussing last year’s events and 

where we could make them better. We added a few events and 
removed a few events. As the year progresses we will update all of 
our members with the names and emails of the organizers of each 
event.
  We also had the pleasure of having with us, Mr. Jesus Palacios 
from the Mexican Z Car Club attend our OZC Planning meeting. 
Jesus contacted us via our website and advised us that he would 
be in Canada on work training and would love to meet some Z 
enthusiasts. He was thrilled at the opportunity to attend our planning 
night and share his love for the Z car as well as tell us about the 
same passion and love Mexico had for the Z. He is an avid drifter 
and many of the members in Mexico have their own club for drift-
ing, called “Kyoku Drift Team”. They go to various location around 
Mexico City and drift the night away. The places they visit will allow 
them to drift and burn off their tires, with the condition that after the 
event, they clean up the location as if they were never there. They 
do this and maintain a good relationship with the parking lot own-
ers. It was a pleasure to see the passion of other owners outside of 
Canada and US. We wanted to thank Jesus by sharing his adventure 
in the Z world with, and gave him lots of OZC swag to bring back to 
Mexico for some of his friends.
  As usual, we start the year of with our traditional Swap Meet 
on April 22 at Brantford Nissan. This is your first opportunity to 
take your babies out for a ride (if weather permits) and get some Z 
fun action. There will be giveaways, opportunities to buy and sell 
Z car parts and also get your latest OZC gear. We have jackets and 
t-shirts that you will be able to order.  It will be a fun day to start of 
the year of right. If you wish to reserve a table, please contact Rick 
Scott at rick.s@brantfordnissan.ca .
  I had an amazing off-season with my trip to Japan. OZC was well 
represented at this year’s “Z Crazies” Z enthusiasts trip with 3 mem-
bers & 2 spouses from OZC attend the event for an amazing time.  

Attendees were Brian Gracie, Edmarc Arendoque, Nadia Trendafi-
lova, Shima Javaheri and myself.  ZCCA puts on a great trip with 
many Z car events throughout the 10 days of adventure.  Our 
Japanese hosts were absolutely amazing and the language barrier 
was surpassed thanks to great apps from Google Translate. It was 
like having our own translator on hand all the time. For me, it was 
an amazing opportunity to visit one the most beautiful countries in 
the world and also visit with our fellow Z enthusiasts in another part 
of the world. Brian Gracie has written a detailed article about the 
trip in this issue, where you can read more about it. 
  I also had another interesting thing happen to me this winter 
regarding the relocating of my 300ZX from winter storage locations.  
I had my car stored at my newly constructed house for the winter. 
However I decided to sell the house and thus I managed to find a 
buyer and close on Feb 28, 2018, which also meant I had to move 
the car to another location.  I though I had disconnected the battery. 
However for some reason a part of the battery was still connected 
and had been slowly draining the charge. When I tried to start 
her, she was absolutely dead! I put a charger on her for about 5 
days, and this did not work at all, battery was still dead. So I did 
what anyone else without a brain would do, just jump start her and 
hopefully move her out. I picked the perfect day, no snow, balmy 
weather and decided do it in the morning. Well it so happens that I 
got about half way to her new storage location and she stalls and 
was dead in the water in the middle of Yonge and Hwy 7. Tried to 
jump her again with my battery pack, but to no avail. She would not 
start. At the same time, I was moving furniture out of the house with 
some movers, and I had to run back to the house and organize the 
move. So reluctantly I left the car on the parking lot near Yonge and 
Hwy 7 and went to continue with the move.  After about 5 hours, I 
finally went to buy a new battery and installed it without any issues.  
I left my truck at the parking lot and took the 300ZX home. Thank 
God that the weather was +8 that day or I would have frozen 
my butt of doing this. Finally the 300ZX is safe and sound in her 
new winter storage location. Thanks to Raji who helped me out by 
driving me to the parking lot that late night, I managed to pick up 
my truck. It was an interesting, busy day to say th least.
  For all of the new members, we welcome you to our little club, 
I hope you enjoy the 2018 season with our full lineup of events 
to keep you busy all season long. To our longstanding members, 
thank you for being devoted members and allowing us to plan your 
summer adventures.
  Thanks again to our amazing exec team for giving their time 
and efforts to make sure you all have an amazing summer season 
with OZC. Zee you out there and let’s all have a safe and fun season 
with our Z Cars.
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Mauricio Gomez
President - Z Roadsters 

Pic:Maurico with Jesus Palacios of the Mexican Z Car Club



2290 Battleford Rd, off Erin Mills Parkway just south of 401, Mississauga
Contact Jason Okolisan for OZC discount  416-988-5033  jason@directnissan.ca

new 2018 370Z Sport

BUY SMART... BUY DIRECT

Direct Nissan
2018 370Z Sport

6 colours available

New 2018 370Z sport model
All features of the base Enthusiast plus:
• BOSE® Audio System 8 speakers
• Active Noise Cancellation (ANC) 
• Active Sound Enhancement (ASE) 
• Viscous Limited Slip Differential 
• SynchroRev Match for 6MT 
• 19” RAYS super-lightweight alloys  
• Front chin spoiler 
• Rear spoiler 
• Nissan Sport Brakes with red calipers
• Heated Side Mirrors
• Side Turn Signal Lamp

Also available 7 Speed Automatic Transmission 
with Paddle Shifters. $37,388 plus HST

*

/month + HST

Lease from

411

$35,888
plus HST

Starting at:

Get an 
additional 

$1000 oFF
Nissan Loyalty

discount
**For those who qualify

* Lease payment is with 0 down, 3.9% APR for 
64 months, 20,000 km per year. ** Finance payment 
with 0 down, 3.9% APR for 84 months. Payments 
include freight and regional fees. HST, registration 
and licencing are extra. 
Premium colours and accessories are extra. 
Vehicle may not be exactly as illustrated. 
** Call 416-988-5033 for details.

/bi-weekly + HST

Finance from

219**
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 As a teenager, I learned to drive in Eric’s beloved 1972 Datsun 240Z (there 
were moments of panic from myself, my dad, and the Fairlady... on several 
occasions). I have only been involved with the OZC a few times over the past 
couple of years, and although I don’t know anything about cars, other than how 
to refill the windshield washer fluid, I have met some pretty awesome OZC 
members. 
 Recently, my puppy Bisou and myself tagged along to attend the 2018 Tour 
Planning Meeting hosted by Kim and Lou. Despite knowing nothing of vehicular 
lingo, I felt so welcome. 
 So far in my OZC experiences, I have learned 3 main things: this is a group 
of passionate, friendly people; the food is always amazing; and drifting is scary.

 Thank you all for including me - I’m looking forward to OZC 2018!

Tour Planning
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Noelle Zondervan
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It’s that time of the year. The weather is getting warmer and all good car lovers 
are itching to get back out on the roads. Do you remember all those little projects 
that you had lined up to get done on your Datsun? Oops, you forgot didn’t you! Too 
many other things going on in your life to try and hunt down the items that you 
need to complete those tasks. 
 Well, I may have a solution for you. On April 22, that’s a Sunday (the day after 
the honey do list must be completed) I’m hosting the annual spring swap meet at 
Brantford Nissan. I’m sure that some of you know exactly what this day is all about, 
but if you haven’t attended before I’ll bring you up to speed. Many of our club 
members have decided that they are done with their builds and don’t require the pile 
of parts that they have amassed over that time. Here’s another contributing factor. Re-
member the honey do list? I’m sure one item on that list was “get rid of all that crap 
in the garage or I’ll get rid of it for you” that got these guys thinking about this day. 
These parts are too good to toss out and maybe they are worth a couple of dollars. 
 All these parts end up at the swap meet. Now connect the dots back to the list 
of small jobs on your Datsun and presto!!! That treasure you need might just be 
sitting on a table on that Sunday with your name on it!! Now all you have to do is 
show up and try and find it. That sounds like a really fun day doesn’t it? 
Not only will there be used parts for sale but I will have some new stuff as well. 
Now I’ll tell you right now I specialize in old Datsun S30 parts. I have been trying 
over the years to rescue O.E.M parts form Nissan’s garbage bin. I do have some 
“out of production” parts as well as some stuff you didn’t know you needed.    
Another item that will be at the swap meet is other club members with lots of 
stories to tell. This day is really about just getting together and doing a little bench 
racing and maybe finding that illusive part. 
 I’ll let you in on a little known fact. This might be the last swap meet at Brant-
ford Nissan! So clean up the parts, get them in the truck and get yourself off the 
couch and have a great time. I’m expecting a record turn out!

Rick Scott Parts Manager, Brantford Nissan, 519-756-7499

338 King George Road,
Brantford, ON  N3R 5M1

Bus: 519-756-7499
Fax: 519-756-0121
1-800-665-8458

rick.s@brantfordnissan.ca 

www.brantfordnissan.ca

Rick Scott 
Parts Manager

PARTS UNKNOWN



raditionally, the last event of the year has been our dinner 
and social attended by the members, their families and 
friends.  After the 2016 dinner and social event, a bunch 

of us went to Dave & Buster’s to continue the evening playing all 
types of their video games.  That must have made quite an impres-
sion because the Executive Committee decided to go back there and 
make an entire evening of it.  So our 2017 dinner and social event 
found us at the Dave and Buster’s restaurant and entertainment 
centre in Oakville.  
 The weatherman was co-operative once again.  Yes it was early 
December and the temperature was cold but the snow hadn’t arrived 

yet and driving conditions were good.  Either we were so busy that 
year with our other events or we couldn’t get our act together soon 
enough, because it was quite late in the year by the time we had a 
signed contract with the venue.  Getting the word out with our flyer 
and posting on social media was behind schedule, leaving us with a 
short response time to confirm who was coming.  Perhaps that was 
the main reason why our numbers were down and we topped out at 
31 attendees.       
 We selected a buffet dinner from the various dinner options and 
for those of us there, we all had a very enjoyable evening.  The club 
booked one of the private rooms for the dinner portion of the evening 
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Sweet end to a
great season!
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so with the room to ourselves and the back and forth from the buffet 
line to the dinner tables, everyone had ample opportunity to walk 
about and socialize as we ate. We enjoyed a variety of pasta, chicken, 
roast beef and salads.  The desserts did not disappoint either.  
 After dinner our Prez, Mauricio kicked off the festivities with his 
welcoming remarks and a brief recap of the year’s highlights.  He 
was quite bagged as he had just flown back home after attending 
the annual ZCCA tour to Japan to visit with a number of Japanese 
Zed car clubs there and some exclusive Nissan facilities.  After his 
remarks, Mauricio conducted a draw for the various door prizes and 
bottles of wine.  Everyone received a Dave & Buster’s game card 
loaded up with credits to spend the rest of the evening out in the 
game room playing a good variety of video games.    
   Our dinner and social event this year is scheduled for Saturday 
November 24, venue to be determined.  Your dinner cost is partially 
reduced by the club so please take advantage of that benefit and try 
to attend this year!       
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Howie Yoshida
Treasurer - King of pylons



Nov.23. Five  Canucks; Mauricio, Shima, Edmarc, Nadia and 
myself met up at Pearson International around 5 A.M. pumped 
to begin our journey to Tokyo. Our flight would take us through 
Minneapolis-St. Paul. Here I met my roommate, Dave Palermo from 
NY. The six of us had a layover of 3 hrs before our big 13 hr flight 
to Tokyo Haneda airport. 
 When we arrived in Haneda we were greeted by a number of 
our fellow Z CraZies who had landed shortly ahead of us. Three 
from Austin TX and Chris Karl & his daughter. Greetings made, we 
waited for a couple more and our group of 13 all traveled by bus 
to our hotel, the Royal Park Yokohama. Check in and a quick group 
dinner and after being up for 30 hours it was lights out.

Nov.25. Events for the week started fast.  An early breakfast 
and on the bus by 7:30am. for our trip to Grand Drive ( Nissan test 
track ) for Z Fiesta. This was our first experience of Japanese hospi-
tality and may I say they sure know how to be gracious hosts. Their 
cars were amazing! There was even a 432Z ,one of twenty made. 
We got invited to ride along with some around the track. They had 
several 370Z’s there that you could jump into and do a lap of the 
track along with professional drivers to take you on a more spirited 
drive around the track. They also had a professional drifter you 
could hop in with...wow what a start to the trip. With everyone wav-
ing to us all the the way out of Grand Drive it was back to the hotel. 
Then for dinner we were hosted by the Z Fiesta group for a banquet 
dinner with lots of fish, drinks and a rehash of the day’s events.

Nov. 26. Another early rise to get on the bus to depart for 
Fuji Speedway and the Nismo Festival. The trip was several hours 
with a break at a Service Centre that turned out to be the best pit 
stop ever. In the parking lot were 30 to 40 super cars!!  

 Everything from Ferraris and Lamborghinis to Mclarens, man 
when they started up and pulled out we were in heaven. On to Fuji 
Speedway which is located on the slopes of Mt. Fuji with amazing 
views of the track with Fuji in the background. Red carpet treatment 
as we arrived. The view on and around the track was just as amaz-
ing. Vendors, display cars, and rock bands. They had it all. And on 
the track all the vintage Nismo race cars you could take in.

Nov 27. This was a day to do tourist stuff. A number of us got 
to experience Tokyo train travel at rush hour...... It is a unique ex-
perience. A bus tour that included a trip on a sightseeing boat was 
waiting at the end of our train trip. Some of the highlights were a 
traditional Japanese tea service in a Japanese garden. Also a trip up 
the Tokyo tower with views of downtown Tokyo. From there a short 
bus ride to the Royal Palace. Then the boat tour ending at a shrine 
and shopping. Back to our  hotel for a group sushi dinner.

TOKYO DRIFT
Z CraZies 2017 Japan Trip
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Brian Gracie



Nov. 28. On the road again with a stop at Tetsu’s garage ( Ultimate 
Z ). Then a spirited drive on the Nikon Romantic Highway, an 
amazing  turn filled route up into the mountains. Along the way 
we stopped routinely to switch drivers and riders in some of the 
Ultimate Z car club member cars. We had a picture stop in Lake 
Chuzenji  up in the mountain... It was beautiful. From there it was 
a short trip to Kegan Falls then another great drive and ride back 
down to the Hotel Nikko Senhime, a traditional Japanese Spa. There 
we had a traditional Japanese room with grass mats,  mats on  the 
floor for sleeping and kimonos to wear. Here we had a 13 course 
Japanese meal at a banquet with our Ultimate Z hosts, followed by 
karaoke.

Nov.29. In the morning following a great breakfast it was a 
short walk to the 8th century Nikko Temples. The beauty of these 
structures was breath taking. We were then taken to Kaz’s restau-
rant Ride A Life for a surprise cheeseburger lunch. Another stop at 
Tetsu’s garage .Then it was back to the Royal Park Yokohama.

Nov.30. After a quick breakfast we were on our bus again 
with a stop at Tomei Performance. What a great tour and visit with 
these people. From Tomei we headed to a noodle shop for lunch. It 
was great. I loved the Ramen  soup. Then on to Zama, home of the 
Nissan Heritage Collection. Incredible. There was everything you 
could image in this building, from the first Datsun through all the 
models and including race cars. Cars like the famous rally cars up 
to the Nismo GTR, all generations, some of which we had seen on 
the track at the Nismo Festival.
 The day just kept getting better as our next stop was Nismo 
Headquarters for a tour and a beer party meet and greet, all-n-all 
an awesome day.

Nov.30.  We had a day to shop and explore downtown Tokyo. 
Many of us were seen buying Nissan die cast cars. We regrouped at 
the hotel before heading out for a dinner cruise in Tokyo Bay hosted 
by the S30/Z31 Club. The meal and view were great, Mauricio 
might not agree as there was a lot of fish. Our Hosts were just 
exceptional! 

Dec1. Another early morning  but we were all pumped to 
ride the bullet train to Kyoto. The bullet train was so smooth at 
265 km/ hr  through the Japanese country side. When we arrived 
in Kyoto station we were greeted by the members of The Datsun 
Sports Car Club. What a wonderful group.  We had lunch with them 
before we all headed to the Heian Shine, also known as the golden 
temple. It was breath taking. After exploring the grounds it was off 
to  our hotel at Suzuka Circuit, home of the Japanese Grand Prix. 
The rooms here were a car person’s dream with headlights in the 
headboard,  mechanic chest for dressers and Recaro desk chairs. 
After a great group dinner with our host it was time for drinks and 
some socializing. It was a great time enjoyed by all.

Dec.2. In the morning after breakfast we were bused over 
to the track for a Z Car Fiesta meeting in Suzuka. A Z Car owner 
meet-n- greet.  Here we saw some beautiful Z cars and more G 
nose 240Zs than any of us had ever seen before. A bus tour of the 
race course with a stop on the front straight for photos followed. 
Another fantastic lunch  with all our new friends from DSCC before 
their Z car line up send off back to the train station and the bullet 
train back to Tokyo.

Dec.3. Last day.... Can’t believe it’s almost over. After breakfast 
we headed by train to Mari car. Mari car is a go cart guided tour 
on the streets of downtown Tokyo in traffic with no helmets while 
dressed in Super Mario costumes. It was a BLAST!! People waving 
and taking our pictures everywhere we went. Then it was a mad 
dash back to the hotel to pick up our bags to get to the airport on 
time.  
 These are some of the highlights of the Z CraZies trip to Japan. 
The lasting impressions the people, the cars and the country had 
on us is something I will never forget. In summary: the way we 
were received by all we met,  their graciousness and generosity of 
their gifts, their commitment to insuring our experiences were truly 
memorable. Their cars are so well cared for and look amazing. And 
the country - so clean, with an infrastructure we could only dream 
of.’ So mark going to Japan off my bucket list. Add return to Japan to 
my bucket list!!!

MORE IMAGES IN FOLLOWING PAGES
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he 1984 naturally aspirated  300ZX model has an 
exhaust system that is a combination of two exhaust 
manifolds, one  on each side of the 3000 cc V-6 

engine that are connected at the rear, above the bell housing,  by a 
cross-over that has an integral flex unit. The system then exits to the 
rear via the driver side of the transmission. If you have one these 
fine sports cars you may hear an elevated sound and eventually 
convince yourself that the sound becomes louder over time and 
then realize the need to address the “NOISE”. The cross-over is not 
available from Nissan and is relatively easy to repair by simply 
cutting out the center flex unit and welding in a new flex coupling. 
I was able to remove the unit after a considerable effort in thought 
(a place to go when not engaged in any other mind numbing 
activity)…..and then time. The center intake plenum must be 
removed…… many hoses and the decoupling of harness connec-
tions. Use extra care as these cars are already 35 years old. There 
are molded hoses, hose clamps, gear clamps etc to be removed. 
Take lots of pics and label. The top trim plate of the plenum after 
removed will reveal hex head allen bolts that actually are the main 
anchor to the lower intake manifold.  This will reveal the intake 
runners which should be immediately stuffed with rags to avoid any 
foreign materials entering. The removal of the plenum will allow the 
cross-over access and the removal of the sturdy aluminum heat/
stability shield. Good luck with the bolts which are mostly 12mm…I 
heated them with a torch with a fine tip to get them loose. If you 
have friends with tools you might try to borrow a fine ratchet box/
open articulating wrench to aid in the removal of the 6 cross-over 
bolts and 6 shield bolts. The passenger side exhaust shields and 
manifold will also need to be  removed as well as a large hex head 
connection of 1 1/16 size (27 mm) on the same passenger exhaust 
manifold. The lower shield 10mm bolts all broke, unfortunately the 
manifold does not remove easily from its cavity so another method 
of shield replacement has yet to be invented by your author. This 
will now allow the removal of the cross-over. Now is the time to 
check the spark plugs and put  some anti-seize on the threads. 
Molded hoses should be checked as well as fuel lines on the injec-
tors  etc. 

 After the cross-over was removed a jig was made to ensure 
proper alignment and orientation of the opposing flanges and made 
it much easier to weld in the center flex unit.
 The valve covers were easing oil so they were removed during 
the process. Surprisingly, the hard rubber gaskets had literally 
turned to stone and were impossible to pry out. I took them to a 
machine shop to have them hot tanked and they took all of one 
weekend to ease removal. Hopefully you will be able to locate a 
good machine shop with a hot tank and a sense of empathy. The 
new Nissan gaskets were easy to install and will be checked again 
after warm-up to ensure a good seal. 
 The hot start issue is the next dilemma. A new fuel filter will be 
installed. BMW E46 owners were advised to check the clutch fan 
for optimal operation…this may also be the case for this 300ZX. 
The engine could be degreased and cleaned to aid in cooling (a 
good idea before working on any engine). The K&N air filter will 
be cleaned and properly oiled with K&N fluid. The radiator will be 
degreased and cleaned for optimal air flow. Any other solutions are 
welcome. Some have used an electric fan with a extended run after 
shut-off in order to clear out hot air from the engine bay ( installa-
tion of an aftermarket fan controller).
 Do not buy another used cross-over on ebay unless you plan to 
have it properly repaired.
 Wear safety goggles and glasses, mechanix gloves, use caution 
and patience.

300ZX exhaust system. The top exhaust manifold (passenger side)
must be loosened and moved away to remove the cross-over

z
-t

e
c

h
ie

T

Nissan 300 ZX Z31 
Cross Over/Valve cover R&R ETC.  

Appraisal value $12-$16,000 
in #2 condition.
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Top of V-6. There are 2 lines to disconnect the coolant (green fluid) 
from the plenum. Throttle and Cruise control lines. Vacuum lines. 
Harness connection, clamps, throttle body air intake, etc.

Shield over cross-over at rear. 2 Bolts came out easily after heat-
ing. Others “not so much”

Shields have 10 mm bolts. Lower side ones broke off. 

Distributor cap can be removed with 2 screws in order to clear 
lines for valve cover removal. Please use a high pressure air line 
to clean all areas before beginning. We don’t want any dirt in air 
intake or valve  system etc….anywhere. Valve covers were repaint-
ed and new gaskets installed.

6 holes/6cylinders/6 injectors (check for cracks in wiring), clean 
contacts in harnesses, 35 yrs old. Fuel lines had already been 

replaced. Note replaced cross-over with shield in place at rear. 
Header wrap was wired on each side of the flex unit on the rebuilt 

cross-over.

Jig was God send in cutting and replacing flex unit. Crude but easy 
to make with a welder and drill, some spare steel. Tested with 

water and exhaust port on shop vacuum (how’s that Bill Nye?!).

15SPRING 2018

A publication of



nother week, another series of rumors and ambiguous 
reports about a new Nissan Z. See, now that a new 
Toyota Supra is really happening, everyone’s rightfully 
wondering if Nissan has what it takes to shake out of 

its CVT-Rogue Sport-Monday Night Football-Star Wars-March 
Clearance Deal malaise and offer us something that’s actually worth 
a damn to drive. Here is the latest story making the rounds, but let 
me be the first to raise the bullshit flag.
 Last week we were wondering—with a great deal of skepticism 
while noting its plausibility—whether Nissan could team with some-
times-partner Mercedes to develop the next Z, much like Toyota did 
with BMW. Motor Trend reports this incredibly long shot rumor was 
shot down by sources within both companies. Darn.
 So what’s next? A round of typically vague, unsourced reporting 
comes to us from the UK’s Autocar. It’s full of good news and big 
promises! The car will be called the 400Z! A twin-turbo V6 engine 
with, best of all, a Z-first all-wheel drive 475 horsepower Nismo 
version—arriving in just three years!

 Let’s break down what it says:

Nissan design boss Alfonso Albaisa told Autocar last year that 
he was in favour of a new Z car to replace the 370Z. He said the 
sports car market was a challenging one but was “personally 
advocating” a new Z car.

 I get that, and Albaisa makes nice-looking cars, but “personally 
advocating” doesn’t really mean a damn thing in the grand scheme 
of product development at a huge corporation. I’ve been “personally 
advocating” for an iron lung so Jason and also his external other 
brain can visit the New York office for years now, but it’s been shot 
down at every turn. Moving on:

The new sports car is expected to be shown in coupé guise 
before the end of next year ahead of UK sales starting in 2020, 
some 50 years after the original Z car arrived here.

The forthcoming model is known internally as the Z35 – a 
codename that continues a process started with the Z31 model 
launched in 1983. It has been twinned with the next Infiniti 
Q60, with which it will share its rear-wheel-drive platform, 
engine line-up and electric system, according to senior officials 
from Nissan.

 And the regular version is just two years away, despite no 
mules, no prototypes, no concepts, no spy photos or any other 
evidence that it exists at all. Except, I guess, for the Nissan Z concept 
that appeared at the 2017 Tokyo Motor Show.
Oh wait, that didn’t happen.

Although it’s still early days, Autocar understands that Nissan 
intends to reveal the styling of the new Z car in concept form 
at the 2018 Tokyo motor show in October. The definitive pro-
duction version is then planned to be unveiled at the 2019 Los 
Angeles motor show.

 This Tokyo show! That’s where it will be, for sure. It’ll be there 
right next to the new Mazda rotary engine. We just have to believe.
Anyway, the implausibility of this story didn’t stop the rubes of the 
automotive press from running with it:
God, that’s depressing.
 Anyway, I’ll believe a new Z is happening when I see it. After 
the fiasco that was the Nissan IDX Concept, I’m not sure Nissan 
has the means or the will to give us a new Z—and probably not a 
business case, either.
 Actually I’ll believe it when I see it on dealer lots and a salesper-
son tries to talk me up into a Murano instead.

I’ll believe a Nissan 400Z is 
happening when I see it on Dealer lots

A
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 April 4 Eastern Chapter Meeting at Watt’s Restaurant, 30 Eglinton Square, Scarborough
 April 11 Western Chapter Meeting at Old Marina Restaurant, Puslinch, ON
 April 22 Swap Meet at Branford Nissan, contact Rick Scott: 

 May 2 Eastern Chapter Meeting at Watt’s Restaurant, 30 Eglinton Square, Scarborough
 May 6 Cars & Coffee - Hosted by Engineered Automotive
 May 12 Joint E/W Meeting at Montana’s in Milton, 11am. 
 May 16-20 ZDayz at Tail of the Dragon, Fontana Hills, NC
 May 23 Karting at K1 Speed
 May 31 - June 2 Branson Z fest

 June 2 Fleetwood Country Cruise In @ Plunketts Estate
 June 6 Eastern Chapter Meeting at Watt’s Restaurant, 30 Eglinton Square, Scarborough 
 June 13 Western Chapter Meeting at Old Marina Restaurant, Puslinch Lake.
 June 14 VARAC Lapping Day - CTMP
 June 15-16 Midwest Z Heritage in Nashville Indiana Website: http://www.midwestzheritage.com/

 July 1 Kawartha Lakes Tour
 July 4  Eastern Chapter Meeting at Watt’s Restaurant, 30 Eglinton Square, Scarborough 
 July 7-8 ZCCR Motor Fest Weekend, Rochester, New York, contact John Taddonio, zcarnut@hotmail.com
 July 11 Western Chapter Meeting at Old Marina Restaurant, Puslinch Lake.
 July 14 OZC Wine Tour - Niagara Tour contact: mauricio@ontariozcar.com
 July 15 Karting at Niagara Speedway
 July 22 2018 Z-FEST location TBD
 July 28 Eric’s Cottage Tour - Tour contact Eric Zondervan: zedfoot@ontariozcar.com

 Aug 1 Eastern Chapter Meeting at Watt’s Restaurant, 30 Eglinton Square, Scarborough
 Aug 8 Western Chapter Meeting at at Old Marina Restaurant, Puslinch Lake.
 Aug 12 OZC Annual Golf Tournament
 Aug 18 Wheels on Danforth - Presented by the Crossroads of the Danforth BIA
 Aug 25/26 Calabogie Weekend Tour of the Ottawa Valley Region featuring magnificent secondary roads
  contact Eric Zondervan:  zedfoot@ontariozcar.com

 Sept 5 Eastern Chapter Meeting at Watt’s Restaurant, 30 Eglinton Square, Scarborough
 Sept 8 Tobacco Roads - 10am Tour of SW Ontario Joint E/W Meeting at Dean Michael’s Griddlehouse 
  Woodstock, 12pm. tour contact Brian Gracie: bkgracie2@gmail.com
 Sept 22 Cruzing with the Church Tour - featuring our favourite roads around Bala and Gravenhurst
  contact Eric Zondervan: zedfoot@ontariozcar.com

 Oct 3 Eastern Chapter Meeting at Watt’s Restaurant, 30 Eglinton Square, Scarborough
 Oct 10 Western Chapter Meeting at Old Marina Restaurant, Puslinch, ON
 Oct 16-20 ZCON 2018, Atlanta Georgia. 

 Nov 7 Eastern Chapter Meeting at Watt’s Restaurant, 30 Eglinton Square, Scarborough 
  Elections for 2019 Executive Committee
 Nov 14 Western Chapter Meeting at Old Marina Restaurant, Puslinch, ON
 Nov 24 Year End Dinner & Social, venue to be determined

 Dec 5 Eastern Chapter Meeting at Watt’s Restaurant, 30 Eglinton Square, Scarborough

** Please note that some of the events are still in the planning stages so check ontariozcar.com to confirm dates and location.

MAY

APR

JUN

JUL

AUG

SEP

OCT

NOV

DEC

2018 Events Calendar

OZC Event Eastern Meeting Western Meeting Other Z Event
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ronically enough it was exactly 20 years ago this year that 
Ontario Z Car introduced me to my first day on a track.  And 
there’s been no looking back – my life now revolves around 

fixing, preparing, crewing, engineering, organizing, racing and just 
about anything else I can do to be trackside all over North America.
 It’s not something for everyone – you need to go in with your 
eyes wide open – any time you put your car on track (even in the 
simplest set of parade laps) there is definitely risk involved.   But 
in the proper setting you can get a reasonably safe taste of what 
it’s like to drive on a race track and see if it’s something that you’re 
interested in pursuing.
 For newbies… there are quite a few of options of friendly and 
safe schools that cater to the novice track driver – they take extra 
care in helping you shake the feeling of intimidation, nervousness 
and “WTF am I doing here” moments.  With proper guidance 
you can enjoy the experience and take as much as you can from 
it.  Recommendation to get the most out of your “first try” lapping 
days?  Get references for the events you’re attending… find out if 
they have good qualified instructors, have a safe track record and 
are geared towards providing a “student” experience.  (They should 
be doing in-class sessions and teaching you about the dynamics of 
car control before you jump on the track in your first session – note 
this will most likely raise the cost of the day – but is well worth it).
 On the flip side, casual controlled lapping days sometimes offer 
a more affordable/attainable way to check out what all the fuss 
is about.  Again – check references for how the events are run, if 
there are experienced drivers to work with you one-one-on and that 
the “yahoo-factor” is not present.  (I would NEVER recommend wide 
open, free for all, anyone sign up, no holds barred lapping events.  
Sure they can be cheap and fun – but really? You want to risk it?).  
(Note – I’ve also seen beautiful, expensive daily drivers balled up in 
the most controlled environments – so make smart choices).
 For intermediates who want to step it up a notch but aren’t 
quite ready to race wheel to wheel – why not try an advanced 
high performance driving school, or even Ontario’s Time Attack 
(OTA) series.  OTA competitors show up in their street cars and 

compete for personal best lap times.  The comradery and fun can 
be super exciting.  There are lots of schools out there catering for 
the intermediate level – and if you’re not interested in taking your 
own car, some schools offer cars as part of the service - typically 
for deeper pockets – but consider what the cost could be if there is 
an unfortunate incident in your own car.  Or how about that you just 
want to try a different type of car?

 And when you’ve become completely addicted, and you’re 
tracking your daily driver to the point of risking getting to work on 
Monday (track days DEFINITELY put serious wear and tear on your 
car) – you can go the dedicated track or race car route.  And maybe 
even try some serious wheel to wheel racing!  While regional 
racing in Ontario is not as popular as it used to be – there are still 
plenty of series that can provide that amazing competitive rush.  
Ontario Regional Racing, Ontario Touring Car, Chump Car Canada, 
Canadian Endurance Racing – even the Nissan Micra Cup series.  
But don’t be fooled – unless you have a series sponsorship backer 
with money to burn (we all know how rare that is for even the 
best of the pro drivers!) – racing is expensive AND it is hard work.  
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Thinking About Taking
Your Z On-Track?

I
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Grassroots racing means tow truck, race trailer, car preparation, 
crew gathering (racing is very tough and not so fun to do on your 
own), a lot of late nights, hours, dollars, disappointments, discour-
agements – all for a couple of hours of track time on a weekend.  
Lately there have been a lot more “arrive and drive” options with 
teams for endurance events – but they’ll want to see your resume 
and know that you’re a good solid shoe who’s not going to wreck 
their car or be disrespectful to other racers.
 HOWEVER… when your car hooks up, you’re side by side on 
the last lap on the last corner, and you, your car and the track have 
reached a whole new level of “oneness” – there is nothing better in 
the world.  Racing to me is life without limits – it’s building my per-
sonal capabilities, mindfulness and racing craft to push the envelope 
as far as the engineering of the car will allow with no limits.  No 
stop lights, no speed bumps, no pot holes, no commuter traffic.  And 
to me, that’s how cars are meant to be driven.

Give lapping a try!  VARAC (the Vintage 
Automobile Racing Association of Canada) 
hosts a low-cost reputable, safe, controlled 
lapping day on Thursday, June 14 as part of 
their VARAC Vintage Grand Prix at Can adian 
Tire Motorsport Park.  OZC has members 
attending as a group on this day – contact 
walter.davies@me.com if you’re interested in 
attending. Even if the spots are full – get on 
the waitlist as some people may drop out as 
the date comes closer.  

14 JUNE 2018 MOSPORT

Well the OZC Winter BlizZard Series was postponed this season due 
to new management and renovations at our beloved Go-Kart Track.  
The GREAT NEWS is that we’re now back!!!
 
OZC Go Karting Events for 2018 are tentatively planned….
 
Wednesday May 23 at the new K1 Speed (formerly GP Kartways)
July 15 at the new Niagra Speedway (stay overnight from the 
Niagra Tour!)
 
Email diane@ontariozcar.com if you’re interested – we’ll send 
updates as the details get ironed out.

A few of the thousands of resources out there…
Sessions/schools with your own car:
 https://canadiantiremotorsportpark.com/pages/with-your-vehicle 
 https://www.driveteq.ca/ (Gerry and Rick who hosted at ZCON-2016)
 On Track Insurance Coverage: http://stoneridgespecialty.ca/insurance/race-teams-shops/ 
Sessions/schools renting a car: 
 https://canadiantiremotorsportpark.com/pages/ron-fellows-page
 https://canadiantiremotorsportpark.com/pages/bridgestone-academy
 http://www.1morelap.ca/
Racing Series:
 http://www.casc.on.ca/
 http://www.micracup.com/
 http://touringcar.ca/
 https://www.chumpcarcanada.com/ 
There are a ton of resources out there – don’t know where to start?  
Feel free to contact OZC member diane@ontariozcar.com if you’re 
interested in finding out more.

Start with 
OZC Karting!

19SPRING 2018

A publication of



e saw the updated invite to join the Church Tour 
on the Events Calendar and it fell right into our 
un-planned Saturday. Taking a hectic drive on the 

401 and 400 to reach Washago for 9:30 am and trying to avoid the 
racer types doing 140 kph was not entertaining to say the least.
 We arrived early and introduced ourselves to the other partic-
ipants before going inside the church to see the various prizes to 
be given out after the tour and dinner. There were numerous items 
leftover from Z-con provided by the club and brought by Eric. After 
registering, all participants were given a route sheet , map and a 
list of items to take pictures of that you were awarded 10 points for. 
You gained an extra 5 points if you took a picture of your occupant 
with the item or 10 points if both or all of you got in the picture. 
Examples were 4 churches for 10 points and each additional church 
earned another 5 points. We had an additional 20 churches for an 
additional 100 points.
 At The Gravenhurst fire station #5 picture stop there is an inter-
esting sign on a tree, a burning cigarette with a green circle around 
it. But under it in print no smoking on municipal property. To smoke 
or not to smoke? I noticed a sign out front of the school building 
next to the station that advertised a community sale so I mentioned 
it to the occupants of the other 4 cars stopped and we all dropped in 
to see what was on offer. There were bargains to be had there but 
alas driving a roadster does not allow carting home anything large.
Back on the road and many stops later we were in Port Carling to 
take a picture of a mosaic at the bridge and unable to find what I 
thought of as a typical mosaic we wandered onto the centre island 
under the bridge to discover a museum . A very interesting history 
of the area and the canoe, boat and ship building industries of the 

region with many fine examples on display. On our exit we enquired 
as to the location of a mosaic that was supposed to be near the 
bridge, and were informed it is most likely the picture on the build-
ing at the end of the bridge.
 There it was 3 1⁄2 stories high and about 40 feet wide, not 
looking like a typical mosaic, being mostly blue , white and gray. Oh 
well, another pleasant side adventure.
 Shortly thereafter we were on Southwood road and looking for 
the Torrance Barrens Trail and Dark Sky Reserve which I don’t 
recall seeing on my last tour of Southwood. A quick stop to take 
the picture of the sign and onward looking for the Bra Fence. Yes 
a fence adorned with bras of all colours and sizes along an aprox. 
300 feet of fence near the south end of the road. Definitely not there 
on my last visit.
 It was a very pleasant drive through the countryside and the 
route east of Washago rivalled Southwood for its sweeping turns 
with much nicer scenery. Then back to the United Church in Washa-
go for dinner at 5 pm after a seven hour tour , for hamburgers, 
hotdogs and a potluck spread put on by the church. After dinner 
the score for the participants were announced and they got to pick 
a prize of their liking from the prize tables. I had mentioned to my 
companion, Linda, that there was a nice Z- con watch as a prize 
and sent her up to pick a prize when we were announced as in 
3rd place. (Eric and his son’s girlfriend, Monica came in 1st.) So 
weighing carefully the thought that I already have 4 watches she 
picked an emergency roadside tire kit for her car. I got to pick later 
as the furthest participant coming from Oshawa, alas the watch was 
already gone.
 As one of the participants was called up I noticed he had the
same name as an old friend from my youth Scouting days in 
Peterborough , was the right age too. So after the prizes were all 
gone I went over and introduced myself and it was my old Scout 
friend from the 60’s. We caught up on the where -abouts of some of 
the members of the old Scout Troop and what they were currently 
doing in retirement.
 This was truly an awesome wonderful tour for which we signed 
up to be informed of when it is held next year. Hopefully more OZC 
members can participate and enjoy this great event.
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Phone: 519.842.6946 muth@oxford.net

GRAND ERIE

• Insurance Industry and Financial
• Institution Approved Appraisals
• Divorce and Estate Evaluations
• Trial Consultants

In Association with 
• Durham Classic & Rod
• Ontario Government
• Certified MF #004340

www.classic-and-rod.ca

Specializing in automotive & home dress-up items for Datsun & Nissan cars

ZEETOYZ INC.
WWW.ZEETOYZ.COM

Club license frames

Club key chains

Most Nissan & Datsun brand license frames

Infiniti brand license frames

Anti-Theft logo valve caps

Custom Z32 & Z33 wall clocks

Custom Z32 & Z33 bar coasters

Please visit our website and if you don’t see what you want, 

905-379-5847
Club members receive free shipping or 15% discount

Please visit our website and if you don’t see what you want, 

905-379-5847
Club members receive free shipping or 15% discount

101-111 Heritage Road
Chatham, ON  N7M 5W7

Phone (519) 354-0407
Fax (226) 996-9963
mark@mackewlaw.com
www.mackewlaw.com

Mark Michael
MacKew
Barrister, Solicitor & Notary Public
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Specializing In:
Datsun/Nissan “Z” Cars

All Model Years 1970 - Present

Diane Dale’s G70+ 240Z Race Car
Prepared & Maintained by Whitehead Performance

We are Your One Stop Solution for:
• Performance Upgrades
• Engine Modification & Rebuilding
• Wideband Air Fuel Ratio Tuning

Club Member

134 Rivalda Road (Weston Rd & Sheppard), Toronto
T: 416-665-2220 F: 416-665-7824 E: whitehead@on.aibn.com

www.whiteheadperformance.com

•	Complete	Shocks	&	Springs	Installed
•	Transmission,	Differential	Service	&	Rebuilds
•	Full	Brake	Service
•	Header	&	Intake	
	 System	Installations
•	Custom	Stainless	Steel	
	 Exhaust	Systems
•	General	Service	of	Imports	
 & Domestics

Now 
Servicing 

Skyline GTR’s

“The Automotive Expertise You Expect”
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On the track or on tour,
only one motor oil protects your Z!

Racing is Research™

The AMSOIL Offshore Racing Team
has claimed many national and world 
championship titles in several different 
categories of racing, and AMSOIL 
DOMINATOR Synthetic Racing Oil has 
been key to its success. After a full racing 
season covering 3,000 miles of extreme 
driving, a teardown of one of the team’s 
Mercury* 525 EFI V-8 engines revealed clean, 
virtually wear-free components.

The piston crown contains normal 
carbon, while the rings remain clean 
and functional. Note the absence of 
wear or scuffing on the piston skirt.

The camshaft shows little-to-no 
scoring, bluing or wear after 3,000 
miles of high-performance racing.

David Whittaker
Reliability Consultant/Lubrication Specialist
Cel: 519.778.5081 • e-mail: dave@fleetreliability.com

PRODUCT ORDERING
Rick Scott 751.756.7499 • Greg Whitehead 416.665.22206029 Robert Avenue, Gowanstown, ON N0G 1Y0



For more information & to 
reserve a table contact Rick Scott

rick.s@brantfordnissan.ca  or 1-800-665-8458.

This casual social gathering is a chance for Zed 
owners to buy and sell used and new car parts. 
Most of the parts on display are from Nissan 
and Datsun Z cars but there are always other 
car parts for sale - most in good working 
condition. 

You never know what treasure you will find so 
we encourage everyone to come check out the 
goods. 

Join the club at the event or 

renew your membership for 2018.
renenew your membe p

ZPRING

Sunday April 22, 2018Sunday April 22, 2018
9:00am - 2:00pm

FREE ADMISSION

There is no charge to
show parts for sale in 
the parking lot

Deadline to reserve a table - April 18, 2018

www.ontariozcar.com


